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Olive Creek Farms:Both Sides of the Deal
Built on an Oppor tAnniltngt er vi ew wi th Mari o C

Mari o Casabona has been on both

trepreneur and angel i nvestor.
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communications technology for tt
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Casabona decided to bootstrap, L

George Saridakis, founder and president, Olive Creek
Farms. the company.

As
cu
| a
ad
pl
he
in
ho

faculty member t]ilhe Nip v \A]/a?gsﬁﬂ@fb‘&tylalélectcrasabon(
ure Technol ogy Tra{ltsa{ eOCenc;eénga Imrpe nformal ar
County College, GéPé&ﬁmé%E'%%kk% %'W%%%e in 20
sed his stueente tl?ncp\ﬁl dgae é’t?dd‘tesflrpci arp d1ood cor
e before going int héjlﬂs'apr?dsshelejlnth H'e rﬂ gr ow. He
d that there was Sé)risl o(perpélnrg it 3ne peartlcular
bator f"‘t the R'utgesrésr\}iecd)Cor{nplreé( B &£°d "of advisors
e, he jumped rightydd. i3Sy Ld Swi"er St Pd 2o mmi ssi o
issi ner) but
al bf fodUndlnc
'ei)m%%ﬂn t hat

& s, Sstrategic g
drj] mé)éeeasleyl s bmg ¢
{0

N

n

cC o0 9 < - —
nw cCc -0 T a

i
idn't want to miss u
ite ignoring his w?t
reason to be conf rej
n
n
r

- oo o
o ~o|om
~+

~3

n 30 years experience

ture industries andp/haj
ernational AquaFoodg, £RI
t h200m0«d t he companyeambg
om distributing proddgecd
nture with Cumberl and Cou Coll ege. The

mpany marketed tilapi@ fpdt td£Ffe YERL So 0o BHdreil e § nafe si
ridakis concluded thaf gthep PP conOofedgMEneurs tr)
stem weren't adaptabdge dPmdNedeJ€rSi€¥ancing or go to

sources. Entrepreneurs in the me
Saridakis started lookijngndor a sdiradedd s dd réC-alterr
tion for a new businesgos Hgade6dobapB8st &¥bN8tech or ph
with hydroponics on a sd@ldilreé&c@d&nh afidr &Nf€Wnancing and
about the EcoComplex gfieefdoysiec rPglecialize in those

having brought aquaCU|r'héJy’ebeSttUHj@nft(§rrhé)titd)d,lroft hieh e c o mg
facility, which was experimenting with (continued ol

(continued on page 5)

agri -

d

MPEMNYiew, Casatl
t helggr?’vestsnra)gep
fi d the best i NV e

ure would be succ sgr{dj
I
d

~ — 9 5 O ”n

W NOoO<+tT——0~<@QQg >
‘<$D‘w’©"9t:rIm3mo
S @ 5 o

< 9 0O d® = 5 5 £ oD O O —

NEW JERSEY

ATION
K




Page 3

|l ncubator Spotlight
The Sustainabl e Businesghd mauasthada h®dl e Business
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rebac.rutgers.edu
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Sustainabl e Business | ncuPpoatthorSi des of

(continued from page 3)(continued
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. . What shoul.d an entrepreneur
How do you find companies tionvlnvteosrt’> n? P
My primary deal flow is generated through he mpsta]r
h e entrepreneur ds
NJ Angel Networ k. The--breesasjcen% I 1T i ke hi.s ro p
R . . . flers experlen e, contacts
t hat | 6m-icshdaihrathant has a structur\ed ay .
. . powder 0 .an, a air valuatio
| ooking at new investment opportunities and a thorouagh
. ost. cags t he co'\in]pa.ny wi |7l
screening process. Member shi.p in . Ju st art i s
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What do you | ook for when |nvetsft0||nygo,) n a company?
Primarily, I | ook at a techpnol ay pany wi t h WhICh
have a unrq rel at onshr
personally comfortable and ,under st and he sp crf C
. . . . board. of d|r.ectors of o
plicati on. I have invested |n mergl . . busi nesses whic
. ynam cs |th th thers,
are outside my comfort area but I 8 g w hp}
t or onneeanegas aS|?
angels who have a much bette h d | | |s S
technol o and business are
gy ahe growth of the company.
introductions, for frnanC|ng
Secondl vy, [ | ook at the management teambs expe
R : . t o ctual business stratev\g
and founderods ability to execute the pl an Mand gr.o |t
P tectlon. y pa p
the company. The founder (most kely a technol t)
perrence and c“ont% ¢t %'
may start as the CEO, but f yea .|nto t.he bu3|nes
ecut th business p
he or she may not be the person Who sh ul d be runnrng
the company. The founder haasyyt & jbyegabiee gisO offa kagg yvijheee 2
advice of the board as wel lyyaspeadsthapatgvtio ehitSo %rnthreerpr en
changing role within the cynmpaMayss been on both sides
. . resources .to hel execut e t
Basic requirements that | also, |l ook for arepa sound bu
to dry powder.
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New Jersey

The Right State for Entrepreneurs and

Are you a Vvisionary dmtsrpa pgrienrge bruswintels samplawme? Bow dw
be competitive? If yes, an incubator in our networKk
send an emai l i nqgquiry through wWwe. iijclb)init accrt gcuasl o fNoJrBnh
Suzanne Zammiatnnheat@c amde no.rr udt5®0 44 .e d u

Burlington CountJyhe€oCobmmer ¢li ghi zaheoRPi €Canieny I nibeaRubgecCenFood |
Technology and Lfée BSeneweati ve Téewmmrokds gwietsh t he Qeitperrenyi desebusi n
| ncub aatscsrisst e nt raespsriesntesyisssttaa th e c oonpemesnutc -or gani zatf eabnobobyi agperti
with commerciall geastuhccompaneepfrbdatctwi tlbo markegrbhsetineasp®Di n
nology and sciengstréedetaiBenotbeaetecbmyl bgiesm- white meakragchewapac
and grow their cmepahakbszing tethnghogieed"apdodiiond amdubbtbyet hoo

c ) creatiﬂg j obs. the ARM. tion.

ontact: Ketan N. Gandht

85829311 x2801 Contact: Donald Sbatiaocsky Mark MeFEoht#atgaret Brennar
Websihtep: / / www. be32281Q02 2 97-84-8400 85652900

pages/ 131.asp Websihtep: // www. nWebdsiwwesmbi ci nnovWebsht é&py/ /

www. f oodi nnovation

The Business Devé&hepmeherprise Ddhel KRph@eden BUSRAWSER Universityods
Incubator at NewCgetage WJdiTt yi s NJIIonsC Wl edtetsotu raangde s b e yien @3 s Business |
Univeisi@ay integraldeatti pgubatorsfoée tecnhel 6gySappgentaddbgsthe C
the Smart Gr owt haR@ dskchikepnocpemecnotmp asniiSetss, thhaegmo smi tthe dhrerwisc alnd managed b
Plan for -Wes:;e'yd'@ngygraduated oveuppPOrsguesndssratpoingnhevaslen & E

u3|nesses suipnciencessf gl apstartup. ship.
Contact: Joseph Igéée

20202313 Contact: Suzannecdammct: Stephen K
Websihtep://bit.|Gomuasetn: pberry CB&B8gROEA, sSr. 85858126
9784-3063 Websiwtwev. rutger sbw@bsigthe p: / / www. r oV
Websiht ¢ p: / [-endncw. onrjgi/t colleges/ business/

The Rutgers HcsoQohmepl ex
uni versity's Environment al

The Incubator IntheTNewgheggsey MRaedewrahdand Extdé&hei SnsCeshnebl e Bu
(Business One St&pM¥essjer)BYysindssdi Aacedeto movbagioscaemecegrdammof
fers centralizedd¥ypeEéEpPNbdes,a.unighe babwdrblud éadplfiodatSiusisi nabl e En
sources includingYat@bsentpepuepenroak sompansesMernessewnahagoCent
ous private /pubfiPEupgdifABsdl yernaduverersrandang prompting NJ, asg
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